
  Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 31, 2021 

Please consider making your  offertory  

donations on-line. Visit our website:  

https://olmhighlands.com/online-giving 

for more details. 

olmhighlands.com 

Date Intentions Requested by 

10/ 31 11:00 Jack Caldwell + Mr.&Mrs. Harmon 

11/03   12:00    

Latin 

Patricia Pittari  + Barb Polidan 

11/04  12:00 Erin E. Faber Amy Faber 

11/07  11:00 Marvin Carmichael Rose &Tom Hill 

Saint of the Week 

If we wish to make any progress in the service of God 
we must begin every day of our lives with new eager-
ness. We must keep ourselves in the presence of God 
as much as possible and have no other view or end in 
all our actions but the divine honor. 

~St. Charles Borromeo (1538—1584), Bishop, Patron 
of Spiritual Leaders, Feast Day November 4. 

 
 

Our Lady of the Mountains 

Weekend of October 24, 2021 

Offertory-$4,467   Online giving-$291.60   

         Attendance– 215 

KNOWING AND DOING 

Jesus makes a further change to Israel’s Shema:  to 

the Deuteronomy test Jesus adds Leviticus 19:18:  

“you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” For Je-

sus, these commandments cannot be separated. 

The scribe, delighted at Jesus’ answer, goes on to 

indicate that he has gasped one of the central ten-

ets of Jesus’ kingdom:   ritual worship and practical 

charity toward one’s neighbor are twin expressions 

of love for God. This insight places the scribe “not 

far from the kingdom of God,” says Jesus (Mark 

12:34). But is “not far” close enough? For the 

scribe, as for the rich would-be disciple from a few 

Sundays ago, as for each of us, it is one thing to 

know what we ought to do and quite another actu-

ally to do it. So, then:  what about us? How do we 

live out, in daily practice, the covenant whose 

words we know so well but whose deeds we so 

often find a challenge?  

BEST WISHES 

To Sarah Mercer and Adam Holtman 

who were married at OLM on Oct. 28, 

2021 

OFFICE HOURS HAVE CHANGED 

The new office hours are  

Wednesday and Thursday 9-4 



Father’s Column 
 

The Liturgical Triptych of the Church 
 

If you have enough years, or decades, under your 
belt, perhaps you remember Christ the King proces-
sions as a child. If your memory is particularly 
acute, you may even remember that feast day tak-
ing place at the end of October, instead of its cur-
rent placement at the end of the liturgical year at 
the end of November.  
 
Christ the King, a feast inaugurated by Pope Pius XI 
in 1925, traditionally was held on the last Sunday of 
October. At first glance, such a timing seems odd. 
The point, however, was to gain proximity to two 
other important feasts, namely All Saints and All 
Souls, celebrated on November 1st and 2nd, re-
spectively. The goal was to produce a triptych, or 
three-sided art piece, to reflect the true nature of 
the Church. 
 
The Church is not only those Christians walking the 
earth today, but also those in union with the Lord in 
heaven and in purgatory. Historically, three names 
were employed this reality:  the Church Militant for 
those on earth who still fight against the prince of 
this world for the salvation of their souls; the 
Church Suffering for the souls in purgatory under-
going the pains of purification, and the Church Tri-
umphant for those in heaven having been victori-
ous in their quest for their heavenly homeland. 
 
The three-fold celebration of the Church would 
have been particularly evident this year as Octo-
ber’s final Sunday falls on the day before All Saints, 
thus giving us a Triduum of feasts. Bus alas, for the 
majority of parishes that follow the reformed calen-
dar of 1970, this image is lost. Why the change? 
The reformers who, seeking acceptance by the  

 
 
 
world, bristled at the central message of Pius XI’s 
declaration of Christ the King, namely that Jesus 
Christ, by virtue of His being God the Creator and 
Redeemer, has a right to rule over every society 
and be acknowledged as King by all peoples and 
nations. They preferred a Christ whose kingship re-
mained out of the public square until the end of 
time when He would come in glory, hence the sym-
bolic move to the end of the liturgical calendar 
when the Second Coming is in high relief.  
 
The truth is that Christ truly is King over all socie-
ties. We hope one day the feast will return to its 
place in October thus completing the triptych of 
feasts. Further, we hope the Church Militant once 
again flies high the banner of her King announcing 
the rights of God to the world. 

 
 

 
 

New Year’s Retreat.  Begin the New Year focusing on 
God’s healing, hope, and promise.  Join Retreat Master 
Fr. John Michalowski, SJ, in “Finding Our Everyday God” 
in a venue that provides space for both engaging discus-
sion and private reflection.  There’ll be time for Mass, 
confession, and Adoration.  There will also be time to 
reflect, explore our beautiful grounds, or sit in our 
lounge and enjoy the gas logs.  The special price of $260 
per person (double occupancy) includes all meals includ-
ing a New Year’s Eve banquet, 2 night’s lodging, retreat 
fees, and access to the beautiful grounds Catholic Con-
ference Center in Hickory, NC.  Last year sold out, so 
register now at www.catholicconference.org/new-
years.  For more information 
email info@catholicconference.org or call 828.327.7441.  

   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

 Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik 
 

Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 

Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., 

Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, and Lucille Devane 
 

http://www.catholicconference.org/new-years
http://www.catholicconference.org/new-years
mailto:info@catholicconference.org

